
As this Newsletter is getting ready to be posted……it is hard to believe it is already mid-November and 

the weather is still generally sunny and surprisingly warm.  Don’t we all wish for this to continue for a 

few more days (at least until I have all my leaves raked up). 

The past couple of months signify a new “school year” as we welcome new children, parents, the odd 

new staff members into our midst.   As parents, you will find this time a period of growth and positive 

change in your children lives as our very capable and caring staff continue to provide quality daily care.  

There is so much learning going on each day…..many tiny steps…..sometimes giant ones!! 

We are fortunate to have a committed group of people on the Daycare Board of Directors, each one 

bringing different abilities and knowledge to keep us moving forward and accepting the challenges to 

maintaining a high standard of care for the children.  Not to mention all the support for our highly quali-

fied staff. The Board is a mix of parents, community and Eden Church members, as set out in our by-

laws. 

Members are: 

 Simon Bottone, President (Community)  Julie Martin, Vice-Pres. (Church) 

 Lee Anne Jones, Treasurer (Parent)   Liz Freeman, Sec. (Church) 

  Mary Banski (Parent)    Jennifer Ferlisi (Parent) 

 Judy Bardon (Church)    Jackie Wilson (Community) 

 Caitlin Reynolds (Church) 

 

Our Board would like to take this early opportunity to wish each of you a wonderful holiday season, 

celebrating with friends and families enjoying each of your particular traditions of food, gift giving and 

joyous gatherings. 

Sincerely 

EDEN DAYCARE INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PEACE ON EARTH!!   HEALTHY AND HAPPY 2016!!! 

 

 

From our Board of Directors 

E D E N  D A Y C A R E  I N C  

Eden Edition 
F A L L  2 0 1 5  

http://christmasquotesimages.com/2014/merry-christmas-different-languages.html/f/
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOrv9oLYhskCFcp3PgodGYoF5g&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.makeyourmarkstamps.co.uk%2Fproduct_catalogue%2Fseason-s-greetings-in-different-languages-r5618%2Findex.html&ps
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Early Learning for 

Every Child Today 

features a 

continuum of 

developmental 

skills that extends 

from birth to age 

eight years. 

Early Learning for Every 

Child Today: (ELECT) A 

Framework for Ontario 

Early Childhood Settings 

describes how young chil-

dren learn and develop, 

and provides a guide for 

curriculum in Ontario’s 

early childhood settings. 

Early Learning for Every 

Child Today is based on an 

extensive review of early 

childhood curriculum and 

pedagogy in Canada and 

internationally, research 

findings and the collective 

professional expertise of 

the panel members.  

 

Infants and Gross Motor Experience 
Most children that join our program are about 12 months old.  All children grow at differ-

ent rates.  Some children are walking at this point.  Others feel comfortable to stand up by 

holding onto something.  After observing each child, educators learn the children’s inter-

ests.  They might like push toys, riding toys, riding cars, the rocking horse, crawling through 

the tunnel or playing in balls.  These items are added to the program charts.  Outdoors we 

also have a slide, stairs to climb, a tunnel, and a ramp.  These various activities develop the 

muscles in children’s legs.  They become more comfortable standing, start to take steps 

holding onto things and one day they take a few steps without holding onto something.  

Walking is also done holding an adult’s hands.  If children enter our program around the six 

month age mark, they are offered tummy time.  This strengthens their core muscles.  

Shortly after this point, the children start to crawl as a rule.  Some children skip the crawl-

ing and go straight to walking.  The educators continually observe the children to see what 

stage the infants in the program are at and implement activities the children will like as well 

as enhancing the gross motor skills that they already have. 

ELECT focuses 

on commonly 

used, broad 

categories of-

development: 

physical, social, 

emotional, 

communica-

tion/language 

and cognitive. 

E D E N  E D I T I O N  

“Taking your infant outdoors provides them with a baby development experience 

that will benefit them forever.  There are unique sounds, colors, lights, sensations 

and textures that a baby can experience and process each time they go outdoors.” 

http://babydevelopmentnow.com/ 

Each week 

all children 

receive a 

learning 

story in their 

communica-

tion book 

that goes 

home with 

their parents. 

The learning 

story reflects 

ELECT. 
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 Toddlers are very curious children and enjoy exploring and discovering new things on their 

own. They accomplish their curiosity by engaging in play.  Play is important as it allows toddlers 

hands on materials to explore and learn from.  Let’s focus on the emotional side of play based 

learning. 

 Toddlers need adults who are emotionally available and who maintain their connection with 

them.  Toddlers begin to show emotions—whether sad, anger, happy, pride, etc.  It's impor-

tant to communicate to toddlers about their emotions they are experiencing at that time.  For 

example:  If a child has successfully mastered building a tall tower and his/her face shows happi-

ness and accomplishment, it’s important to respond to that learning experience.  “Wow—you 

worked very hard on your tower—Great job!” This is called expression of feelings. 

 At this age, toddlers begin to recognize themselves in the mirror and they also begin to point 

to parts of their own body.  When this type of interaction is taking place, it’s important to 

comment as the language and the actions go hand in hand.  It helps toddlers to understand 

what is happening to themselves and to their body.  This is called sense of self. 

 Toddlers are busy children who start initiating their own activities and saying “no” and “mine” 

a lot.  They are also showing signs of making their own choices.  As children play, pay attention 

to their actions.  What they are playing with and how.  Make appropriate positive comments 

about their play and choice of materials.  This type of approach, show the child you are paying 

attention and helps the child to feel good about their discoveries.  This is called Autonomy. 

 Enjoy your toddler!!  Play and learn together!!  This is how new discoveries happen! 

Junior Toddlers 
"THE TODDLERS CREED" 

by Dr. Burton L. White 

If I want it, IT'S MINE! 

If I give it to you and change 

my mind later, IT'S MINE! 

If I can take it away from 

you, 

IT'S MINE! 

If it's mine it will never 

belong to anybody else, No 

matter what. 

If we are building something 

together, 

All the pieces are mine! 

If it looks just like mine, 

IT'S MINE! 

If it breaks or needs putting 

away, 

IT'S YOURS! 

The children loved the music, dancing, and 

bubbles provide by Black Tie Entertainment 

at our summer carnival day. Thank you to 

James Lupo. 

http://www.blacktieentertainment.com/  

“Preschoolers learn much through their 

senses. Outside there are many different 

and wonderful things for them to see 

(animals, birds, and green leafy plants), to 

hear (the wind rustling through the leaves, 

a robin's song), to smell fragrant flowers 

and the rain-soaked ground, to touch (a 

fuzzy caterpillar or the bark of a tree), and 

even to taste (newly fallen snow or a rain-

drop on the tongue).” 

www.earlychildhoodnews.com/
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“researchers found that for 

young children, dinnertime 

conversation boosts 

vocabulary even more 

than being read aloud to” 

https://

www.washingtonpost.com

/posteverything/

wp/2015/01/12/the-most-

important-thing-you-can-

do-with-your-kids-eat-

dinner-with-them/ 

. 

Snack time is a great 

opportunity to work 

on language skills.  

Senior Toddler communication, language, and literacy 
Expressive language  (the ability to talk) and receptive language (the ability to understand what 

is said) are key components of the Senior Toddler Class’ day to day learning.  Listening to 

stories and the ability to respond to longer sentences and commands are the main ways that 

we help the children to develop their receptive language skills.  Developing expressive lan-

guage skills often takes longer but is also worked on each day.  Combining words and using 

common verbs and adjectives helps the children learn new words.  Using simple and com-

pound sentences as well as engaging in pretend play that includes language helps the children 

develop more complex sentences.  Identifying functions of household items increases the chil-

dren’s vocabulary.  Adding simple “What” and “Where” questions encourages the children to 

observe and attempt to join in conversations.  In our classroom we talk a lot and soon the 

children are too!! 

E D E N  E D I T I O N  

The toddlers 

loved seeing 

a pet cat that 

one of the 

parents 

brought in 

for us. 

Children learn through play. They often 

become very absorbed in what they are do-

ing.  Here some of our toddlers are hard at 

work while others select their activity. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/cd.155


Preschool Motor Skills 
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The Preschool Class use play 

based learning to help our mo-

tor skills in many ways through-

out the day.  We implement it 

through daily activities.  1) 

Dressing: coat flip; hats on; 

shoes and boots 

on; snow pants/

splash pants on; 

mittens on.  

2) Drawing: col-

ouring with mark-

ers, pencils, cray-

ons, pastels; painting pictures; 

copying lines of shapes; drawing 

with chalk. 

3) Eating: drinking from a cup; 

using spoons and forks at lunch 

or snack. 

4) Tool Use: cutting with scis-

sors; stringing beads; doing puz-

zles; play dough/play foam; sand 

box. 

In all of these you can use dif-

ferent types of tools for motor 

skill practice. 

Play based learning means that 

we help the children learn new 

things each day, watching them 

grow and develop and become 

more experienced with every 

day task will face in life. 

 

We learn 

the coat 

flip and use 

it every 

day. 

Baking in our 

dramatic cen-

tre. 

There are lots of 

activities for us to 

aid our motor 

skills.  We 

especially 

enjoy 

parachute 

fun. 
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“Building with 

blocks provides 

one of the most 

valuable learning 

experiences avail-

able for young chil-

dren.  Block play 

stimulates learning 

in all domains of 

development, in-

tellectual, physical, 

and social-

emotional and lan-

guage.  The cur-

rent research 

shows that block 

play is fundamental 

for later cognitive 

success for learn-

ing math and num-

bers.  In a research 

study, “Block Play 

Performance 

among Preschool-

ers as a Predictor 

of Later School 

Achievement in 

Mathematics”, 

published in the 

Journal of Re-

search in Early 

Childhood Educa-

tion, the research-

ers proved that 

children who play 

with blocks when 

they are three, 

four and fives years 

of age will do bet-

ter in math, espe-

cially Algebra in 

middle 

school.”http://

www.claytonearlyl

earning.org/blog/

Intermediate Cognitive Skills 
In the Intermediate Preschool group we like to focus on having an open and 

inviting environment for the children to explore in on their own terms. Fol-

lowing the children’s lead to discover and play and in turn allowing them to 

come to their own conclusions and have more meaningful learning experi-

ences. We as RECE’s are there to facilitate their learning and help guide 

them through the day. At this age level we are starting to see them forming 

their own ideas and conclusions more readily as they are more able to ar-

ticulate those ideas into words and expressions in their play. When it comes 

to cognitive learning it is important to set out the materials they are inter-

ested in and will be more engaged in. Once involved with the play we will 

use language to describe or pose problems to allow the child to think logi-

cally and use their own problem solving skills. We engage the children in 

all areas of classroom to think about what they are doing. Such as if a child 

is drawing at the creative table we will ask them questions about their draw-

ing and start a discussion, leading the experience to not just be one of fine 

motor but of social interaction and cognitive learning. When a child comes 

to an adult we need to listen to the questions asked with respect and answer 

them seriously. Yet we also need to be there to ask the questions and drive 

their thinking further even if it is an answer we know already such as “How 

do you use this toy?” Whenever possible we engage the children to talk to 

each other about what they are doing instead of just interacting. By explain 

why they are using this red block on their tower and other details that may 

follow to a discussion between the children. As the educators we are there 

to guide and help children dig deeper into their play and take every oppor-

tunity to advance their thinking and ideas as they have so much to offer.  

 



Kindergarten/Preschool  Social Interactions 
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Social interactions look different from room to room.  Children’s social skills are based on their age and matur-

ity.  Social interactions in the JK/Preschool class are not planned.  They occur naturally.  The best we, as staff, 

can do is ensure that the materials, toys, and environment allow for positive interactions between children.  

Problem solving and turn taking are two of the most important skills that we work toward developing.  One 

way that we can help children develop these skills is through role modeling.  As adults, we know that communi-

cating can help us solve our problems and often leads to turn taking and co-operatively working together.  An-

other important social skill that we try to help children develop is empathy.  If Johnny took Sally’s toy, Sally will 

be really sad.  We will work with Johnny on helping him identify Sally’s emotions, why she is sad (other person’s 

point of view) and how we can make her feel better (problem solving/turn taking). 

As a daycare, we use ELECT (Early Learning for Every Child Today) as a guideline for skills we want to help chil-

dren develop.  Please refer to this document which is posted outside of each classroom as many of the domains/

skills intertwine with one another. 

 

If you would like to view the ELECT 

document.  Skill and domains for 

various ages begin on page 25. 

 

http://www.cfcollaborative.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2010/10/ELECT.pdf 

We learn empathy and 

sharing when we donate 

to Eden food bank at Eid 

and Christmas. 

Sometimes our 

projects require 

team work as 

well as turn tak-

ing. 



Dates to Remember: 

Thursday December 24 

closing at 3 p.m. 

Friday December 25 

closed for Christmas Day 

Monday, December 28 

closed in lieu of Boxing 

Day 

Thursday, December 31 

closing at 3 p.m. 

Friday, January 1, 2016 

closed for New Year’s 

Day 

From Joanne’s Kitchen 

Back Page Story Headline 

Eden Daycare is pleased to 

be a participant in Raising 

the Bar Peel. 

Our Menus reflect Canada’s food 

guide and are approved by a registered 

dietitian. 

 

Shhh!  It’s a surprise.  Santa will visit Eden 

Daycare on Thursday, December 17th @ 3 p.m. 


