
 

 
 
 
 

 PHILOSOPHY OF EDEN DAYCARE 
 
 
Eden Daycare Inc. follows “How Does Learning Happen? Ontario’s Pedagogy for the Early Years 
(2014)” as the guiding document under the Child Care and Early Years Act, 2014. 
 
We strive to be organized around the foundations of belonging, well-being, engagement and 
expression in children where the goals and expectations integrate the six guiding principles of ELECT 
(Early Learning for Every Child Today). 
 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF EDEN DAYCARE IS TO MEET THE CHILD'S VARIOUS NEEDS. 
 

1.  INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-RELIANCE: 
 
Our physical set-up meets a child's need to become independent and self-reliant by allowing free choice of play 
materials, and with the exception of routines, free use of these materials within limits. 
 
Cubbies, tables, toy shelves, toilets, etc. are all at the child's level.  The children are encouraged to be self-
reliant in routines such as dressing, toileting, washing, eating, and tidying up their playthings.  An adult is 
available for assistance when needed, but the child is made to feel responsible for the job at hand. 

 
 

2.  THE INITIATIVE, IMAGINATION, AND COURAGE TO FACE THE SITUATION: 
 
The creative part of the program is planned to meet a child's need to develop initiative, imagination and the 
courage to face situations.  The child is given no set patterns to follow when working with paint, paper, 
playdough, markers, or any creative media; the children may use these materials the way they wish. 
Dramatic toys (doll centre, blocks, puppets, etc.) stimulate the child's imagination.  Using these toys the child 
enjoys role-playing, building houses, roads, etc.  No one tells him/her what must be constructed. 
 
Children learn courage from their failures and self esteem from their successes.  Socially they learn that if one 
is disagreeable, one is not welcomed by friends, they learn either to play alone or play agreeably. A child soon 
learns the consequences of his/her own actions. 
 

 

3.  A SENSE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT: 
 
At Eden Daycare accomplishment is not seen as the primary goal, rather effort is encouraged.  The child strives 
for accomplishment as he/she enjoys the encouragement and the approval of the  
teachers and peers. 
 
Artwork is valued for the effort, and soon the child begins to make recognizable objects that he/she can put a 
name to.  The adult always finds something to praise in the child's work, which in turn gives him/her a sense of 
accomplishment.  The child is commended for any progress, however slight. 
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4.  TRUST IN THE WORLD AND PEOPLE: 
 
Our staff meet the child's need to develop trust in the world and people by providing staff who are cheerful and 
happy to see them each day, and are consistent in their classroom conduct.  The rules are always the same.  
The day is conducted in a familiar pattern.  Everything is planned with the child in mind. 
 
If this is the child's first experience away from home he/she will find it to be one of quiet consistency. Staff do 
not expect too much of a child, but are there to lend support necessary to the child to accomplish each new 
task as they are ready. 

 

5. SELF WORTH ENCOURAGING EACH CHILD TO REACH THEIR MAXIMUM POTENTIAL: 
 
Each child is an individual and treated as such.  The group is small enough so that no child is overlooked.  The 
child is not rushed into an activity for which he/she may be unprepared.  Routines are conducted by guiding 
small numbers of children from one activity to another; the child accomplishes each task at his/her own rate.  At 
the end of each day the child leaves with a feeling of satisfaction.                     

 
 

6.  A SENSE OF CLOSENESS AND BELONGING: 
 
The staffs are educators who are consistent and gentle.  Each child is given individual attention during the day 
and special attention should he/she need it.  Each group is comprised of children his/her own age plus those a 
little younger or a little older but developmentally at the same stage.  The child feels comfortable and valued. 

 
 

7.  GROWING IN LANGUAGE AND COGNITIVE SKILLS: 
 
The program is planned to enhance language and cognition.  Our themes are developed over a period of a 
week or two and planned to coincide with the events of the season and the interests of the children. 
As the age range is broad, each group must have specific plans to provide age appropriate materials.  For 
example, should a theme be more appropriate to the preschoolers and not the toddlers, another topic suitable 
to the toddler level will be substituted. 
 
Puzzles used for spatial concepts, matching, sorting, seriation, and counting games are provided.  Science 
concepts are taught and a science table set up.  Books are available.  Stories, poems, songs, games and finger 
plays are used daily for language development. 
 

8.  OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES: 
 
Each day, weather permitting, each child enjoys two hours of outdoor activity.  Learning to run, jump, climb, and 
take turns is a healthy way to participate in group activities while developing coordination and strength. 
 
 

Approved by Eden Daycare Inc. Board of Directors August 12, 2015 
 
 


